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ACC  O  U  N 


o  F  T  H  E 

Taking  of  Cape -Breton 

In  the  Year  MDCCXLV: 

Together  With 

^ ♦?°/13>UtatJC?  ,°f  the  French  Fishery  iti 
that  Part  of  the  World ;  both  fent  over  by 

general  Pepperell,  who  commanded  in  that 

vT’  ^  3  LettCr  t0  his  Friend  Captain 

Henry  Stafford,  at  Exmouth,  Devon. 

that  Tnf1?6  W? ,  aPfcar  Importance  of 
iofino-  d’  and  the  Danger  we  fhall  be  in  of 

i5f  °ur  lu?eTr% at  Sea>  aouId  it  — 

again  be  reftored  to  France. 


D  LONDON: 

mttd  Z&lia' «d 

»  at  York.  MDccirm. 

L  “nee  One  Shilling.  \ 
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T  0 


,  Henry  Stafford,  at 


Exmouth,  Devon. 


Dear  Sir, 


Louijbourg ,  Afa;.  4,  1 745. 


>e?*C^  Have  wrote  you  fever al  letters  fmce  1 
*7*  x  ^ave  ^een  on  if  and,  now  brought 

&  to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain ;  and 
^  in  this  inclofe  a  true  and  much  fuller 

account  of  our  proceedings  againjl  the  fortrejjes  of 
this  place,  and  therewith  alfo  an  account ,  taken 
from  Englijh  and  French ,  the  majl  capable  of 
ttiaking  the  bejl  obfervations ,  wherein  you  will Jee 
what  a  vaft  fifhery  the  French  had ,  and  the  ad¬ 
vantage  it  will  be  to  fecure  this  place  to  the  Brt- 
tijh  crown  * 

As  to  myfelf ; — As  I  had  the  honour  to  command 
the  troops  that  were  the  means  of  reducing  the  place , 
I  don't  think  it  can  be  expected  I  fhould  continue 
* here  under  the  command  of  another  perfon.  Ac¬ 
cordingly ,  when  his  majejlys  troops  arrive  from 
Europe ,  and  this  place  is  well  fccured,  my  defgn 
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is  to  return  to  New-England — un  left  I  Jhould 
have  the  command  here .  .  But  until  fuch  troops 
arrive,  1  refolVe  to  tarry ,  and  defend  it  to  the 
utter moft  of  my  power . 

As  it  mujl  be  confefs  d,  that  there  would  have 
been  no  expedition  againjl  this  place ,  had  I  not 
undertook  it ,  and  confidering  the  vaft  *  expence 
which  I  have  been  at ,  befides  the  leaving  my  bu- 
finefis  in  finch  a  hurry ,  and  being  now  here  de¬ 
tain'd  in  order  to  fee ure  it,  I  cannot  help  humbly 
hoping  his  mod  gracious  majejly  s  royal  notice >  and 
the  being  hand fomely provided for,  either  in  having 
bejlow'd  on  me  the  government  here,  or  fome  other 
in  New-Fngland,  or  near  it .  For  no  motive 
but  the  real  good  of  my  country  could  have  induced 
me  to  undertake  fo  dangerous  and  fatiguing  an  en¬ 
ter  prize,  and  to  be  abfent  from  my  family  (as  I 
fear  it  will  be)  near  two  years,  from  the  time  of 
my  fir (l  leaving  them . 

1  liv'd  as  well  in  New-England  as  any  man, 
with  an  agreeable  family  5  and  my  eft  ate  would 
then  afford  Jo  to  do.  At  to  what  will  be  allow'd 
me  from  New-England,  it  will  not  nearly  make 
*  up  my  expence  3  neither  are  they  able  at  this  time 
to  do  more.  And  I  mud  fuy,  that  unlefis  Old 
England  ajfifts  in  paying  the  charge  of  this  expe¬ 
dition,  the  province  of  Ma(JachuJetts-Bay,  which 
was  at  the  great ejl  part  of  the  expence ,  will  be 
jo  involv'd,  as  never  to  be  able  to  get  clear  oj 
it. 

But 


*  In  a  former  letter  the  worthy  general  declares  Jieha<4 
been  at  ten  thgufand  pounds  coft. 
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But  furely  it  cannot  be  efteemd  reafonable  that 
&  private  perfon  Jimdd  (pend  his  ejlate ,  and  ha¬ 
zard  his  life  and  health ,  in  the  publick  fervice , 
and  then  be  fight  ed  and  unrewarded. 

I  therejore  earnefly  beg  your  favour ,  and  rely 
on  your  friendjhip,  Jor  your  now  btflirring  your~ 
felf  to  afif  me.  For  thisy  it Jeems,  is  a  fchemitig 
world,  an<f,  fome  who  have  done  very  little  in  this 
expedition,  would  willingly  run  away  with  the 
honour  and  reward. 

My  Jon  Andrew  Pepperell  is  in  my  bufinefs  at 
Pijcataqua.  If  you  Jhould  have  any  commands 
that  way,  you  may  be  affured  of  his  bejl  fervice 
for  you,  or  any  friend  of  yours. 

9  ’  '  '  » 

I  am,  with  beft  refpe&s, 

|t  w  ,  >  «  . 

Your  very  humble  Servt.’ 

Wm.  Pepperell; 

P-  S.  You  will  excufe  my  giving  you  this  trou¬ 
ble ,  as  you  are  my  old  acquaintance ,  and  I  know 

you  always  valued  and  loved  my  family. - If  I 

fhouid  have  the  government  of  this  place ,  and  the 
command  oj  a  regiment,  I  hope  I  foould  have  li¬ 
berty  to  vift  my  family,  when  his  majejly s  fervice 
might  allow  of  it. 

W.  P. 
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an  accurate 

Journal  and  Account 


OF  THE 


expedition 

♦  V 

t  ‘  r  .  , 

against 

CAP  E-BRETON. 


H  E  forces  rais’d  March  24,  1745-6, 
#rj-.*  ^  within  the  pro  vince  of  Maflachufetts- 
#  m  W  Bay>  being  about  three  thoufand  two 
VO&MitfGttl  hundred  and  fifty  men,  exclufive  of 
commifllon-ofticers,  embarked  March  the  24th, 
2744-5.  feven  weeks  from  the  time  of  the 
ifluing  governor  Shirley’s  proclamation  for  raif- 
ing  them,  under  convoy  of  the  Shiriey-galley, 
then  in  the  employ  of  that  government,  (and  now 
His  Majesty’s  frigate  Shirley,  capt  Rous  com¬ 
mander  ;  and  arrived  the  4th  of  April  atCanfo ; — 
appointed  by  the  governor  to  be  the  place  of  ren¬ 
dezvous  for  the  tranfports  and  cruizers,  and  for 

a  com- 
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a  communication  of  intelligence  between  him- 

felf  at  Bofton,  general  Pepperell’s  camp  before 
the  ‘own  of  Louifbourg,  and  Mr.  Warren 
from  the  (hips  before  the  harbour,  and  for  lodg¬ 
ing  all  ftores  not  in  immediate  ufe  in  the  camp 
and  fleet : — where  they  found  the  New-hamp- 
fhire  forces,  being  three  hundred  and  four  men, 
inclufive  of  commiffion-officers,  arriv’d  four 
days  before  them  ;  and  were  join’d  the  25th  of 
the  fame  month  by  the  Connecticut  forces,  be¬ 
ing  five  hundred  and  (ixtceen  men,  including 
commiffion-officers.  -  y 

Chapeau-Rouge-Bay,  which  was  the  place 
appointed  for  landing  the  troops,  being  lo  filled 
with  ice  as  to  make  their  landing  impracticable 
before,  they  were  detain’d  there  till  the  latter  end 
of  the  month.  In  which  time  the  general  drew 
up  and  review’d  the  forces  on  Canfb  hill,  and 
formed  the  feveral  detachments  ordered  to  be 
imploy’d  in  the  feveral  attacks,  propofed  to  be 
made  immediately  after  their  landing  at  Flat- 
Point-Cove,  within  three  miles  of  the  town  of 
Lou'fbourg,  to  the  W.  S.  W.  and  four  miles  dif- 
tant  from  the  Grand  Battery  to  the  S.  W.  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  plan  of  operations  concerted  at 
Bofton,  and  there  given  him  in  charge  by  the 


governor’s  written  orders.  •  -  . 

Paring  the  ftay  of  the  troops  there,  a  b.ock- 

roufe  was  ereCted  on  Canfo  hill,  and  called 

Cumberland  ;  —  the  flag  being  hoifted  on  his 

■oval  highnefs  the  Duke’s  birth-day  ;  picquet- 

ed  without,  and  defended  by  eight  cannon 

aine- pounders,  and  to  be  garrifon’d  by  two  com- 
r  '  panics 


) 
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panics  of  foldiers  of  forty  men  each,  befides  of¬ 
ficers. 

,  From  thence  two  armed  {loops  were  fent  to 
Bay  Verte,  to  take  and  deftroy  fome  velfels, 
that,  according  to  information,  were  to  carry 
provifions  from  thence  to  Louifbourg.  And  the 
1 8th  of  April  the  Renomee,  a  French  fhip  of 
war,  of  thirty  guns  nine-pounders,  with  three 
hundred  feamen,  and  fifty  marines,  being  charg¬ 
ed  with  publick  dilpatches,  fell  in  with  the  arm¬ 
ed  veflels  in  the  fervice  of  the  Maflachufetts  go¬ 
vernment,  before  Louifbourg  harbour :  where 
fhe  maintained  a  running  fight  with  them  ;  but 
got  clear  by  out-failing  them.  This  {hip  after¬ 
wards  fell  in  with  the  Connecticut  troops,  under 
the  convoy  of  their  own  colony  fioop  and  the 
Rhode-Ifland  colony  {loop  ;  the  latter  of  which 
file  attacked  and  damaged  confiderably.  But, 
finally,  the  {loop  got  oft  ;  as  did  the  troops,  with 
their  other  convoy,  during  the  engagement:  and, 
after  having  made  two  more  attempts  to  pufli  in¬ 
to  the  harbour,  and  being  again  hinder’d  and 
chafed  by  the  Maflachufetts  cruizers,  {he  return¬ 
ed  to  France  without  having  deliver’d  her  pac- 
quets  :  from  whence  {he  fail  d  again  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  July  with  fix  {hips  more,  being  the  Bred: 
fquadron  for  Louiflxmrg. 

The  2 2d  of  April,  capt.  Durell,  in  His  Ma¬ 
jesty’s  {hip  Eltham,  of  forty  guns,  arrived  at 
Canfo  harbour  from  New-England;  having  re¬ 
ceived  orders  from  Mr.  Warren  for  that  pur- 
pofe.  And  on  the  23d,  Mr.  Warren,  in  His 
Majesty’s  ftiip  Super  be,  of  fixty  guns,  with  the 

Launcefton. 
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Launcefion,  of  forty  guns,  capt.  ICalmady,  thfi 
Mermaid,  of  forty  guns,  capt.  Douglafs,  under 
his  command.  And,  after  f  aying  there  fome 
hours,  and  haviilg  conferred  with  the  general 
by  letters,  Mr.  Warren,  with  the  reft  of  the 
king’s  Ihips,  fail’d  to  cruize  off  Louifbourg. 

On  the  29th  of  April  the  troops  embark’d  in 
four  divifions  of  tranfports,  and  failed  for 
Chapeau-Rouge  Bay,  under  convoy  of  one  ar¬ 
med  fnow  and  two  armed  floops,  in  the  fei- 
vice  of  the  Maffachufetts  government  j  under 
the  fire  of  whole  cannon  they  were  to  land* 
And  at  the  fante  time  a  detachment  of  two 
hundred  and  feventy  men,  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  a  colonel,  and  the  convoy  of  art 


armed  Hoop,  in  the  pay  of  the  New-Hamp- 
1] lire  government,  were  lent  to  St.  Peter’s,  A 
fmall  French  fettlement  on  Cape  Breton,  with 
orders  (purluant  to  the  before  mentioned  plan 
of  operations)  to  take  the  place,  burn  the  hou- 
fes,  and  dcmolilh  the  fort.  Which  was  accord- 
Ingly  effected  on  the  30th  of  April,  between 
nine  and  ten  in  the  morning. 

The  fleet,  having  the  main  body  of  the  troops 
on  board,  came  to  an  anchor  in  Chapeau- 
Rouge  Bay,  at  the  diftance  of  about  two  miles 
from  the  Flat-Point  Cove.  Upon  the  dilcovery 
of  which,  the  enemy,  immediately  fired  fome 
cannon,  and  rang  their  bells  in  the  town,  to 
alarm  and  call  in  their  people  living  in  the  fub- 
urbs ;  and  lent  out  of  the  town  a  detachment, 
of  about  1  50  men,  headed  by  capt.  MorCpang 

and  Mr.  Boulardrie,  late  an  officer  in  the  duke 

Qi 
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of  "s  regiment  in  France,  to  oppofe  the 

landing  of  our  troops.  Upon  the  fight  of 
which,  the  general  made  a  feint  of  landing  a 
party  of  our  men  in  boats  in  Flat-point  Cove, 
in  order  to  draw  the  French  thither.  Which  had 
its  effeft :  And,  upon  a  fignal  from  the  vefiels, 
the  boats  returned,  and  joined  another  party  of 
boats  under  his  ftern  :  From  whence,  under  the 
fire  of  our  cannon,  were  landed,  two  miles 
higher  up  the  bay,  about  an  hundred  of  our 
men,  before  the  enemy  could  get  up  with 
them :  And,  upon  briikly  attacking  them, 
(though  under  the  advantage  of  being  covered 
with  their  woods)  after  exchanging  fome  (hot, 
killing  fix  of  them  upon  the  fpot,  taking  as  ma¬ 
ny  prifoners  (among  whom  wasMr.  Boulardrie), 
and  wounded  feveral  others,  forced  the  re¬ 
mainder  to  make  a  precipitate  flight  towards 
the  town  ;  with  the  lofs  of  fome  others,  who 
were,  the  next  day,  taken  prifoners  before  they 
recovered  it.  Which  was  done  with  the  da¬ 
mage,  on  our  part,  of  only  two  men  being 
flightly  wounded. 

On  the  fame  day,  about  two  thoufand  of 
the  troops  were  landed^  without  any  further 
oppofition.  And  on  the  next  day,  being  the 
iff  of  May,  the  remainder  landed,  and  began 
to  get  provifions  and  ftores  afhore.  The  lan¬ 
ding  of  provifions,  ammunition,  and  heavy 
artillery,  was  attended  with  extreme  difficulty 
and  fatigue ;  there  being  no  harbour  there, 
and  the  furf  almolf  continually  running  very 
high  5  fo  that,  frequently,  for  fome  days,  there 
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was  no  landing  any  thing  at  all ;  and,  when' 
they  did,  the  men  were  obliged  to  wade  high 
into  the  water,  to  fave  every  thing  that  would 
have  been  damaged  by  being  wet.  They  had 
no  cloaths  to  drift  themfelves  with,  but  poor 
defence  from  the  weather,  and  at  the  fame 
time  the  nights  were  very  cold,  and  generally 
attended  with  thick  heavy  fogs.  By  means 
whereof  it  was  near  a  fortnight  before  they 
Could  get  all  their  ftores  on  fhore  >  and,  not- 
withftanding  all  poflible  care  to  prevent  it,  ma¬ 
ny  boats,  and  fome  ftores,  were  loft. 

On  Pvlay  the  2d  a  detachment  of  four  hun¬ 
dred  men  were  fent,  round  behind  the  hills,  to- 
the  North-eaft  harbour ;  whither  they  got  about 
midnight,  and  burn’d  the  enemy’s  houfes  and 
ftores,  about  a  miles  diftance  from  the  Grand 
Battery.  And  on  the  3d  of  May  we  took  pofi- 
feflion  of  that  battery,  which  the  enemy  had 
deferted; — owing  (as  is  fuppos’d)  to  the  lur- 
prize  they  were  in  from  the  firing  of  the  hou¬ 
fes  in  the  neighbourhood.  They  had  abando¬ 
ned  this  battery  in  fo  much  hurry  and  confu- 
fion,  that  they  had  only  fpiked  up  their  guns, 
without  breaking  off  any  of  the  trunnions,  or 
much  damaging  the  carriages.  There  were 
found  here  twenty  eight  cannon  of  forty-two 
pound  fhot,  and  two  eighteen-pounders  ; 
three  hundred  and  fifty  fhells  of  thirteen 
inches,  and  thirty  fhells  of  ten  inches,  with  a 
large  quantity  of  fhot. 

The  lame  day  a  party  of  the  enemy  in 
boats  attempted  to  regain  the  pofieflion  of  it  i 

but 
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but  were  beat  off  by  about  fifteen  or  fixteen  of 
our  men,  who  had  before  taken  pofleffion  of 
the  battery,  and  flood  on  the  beach  expos’d  to 
the  enemy’s  mufquetry  from  the  boats,  and 
cannon  from  the  town,  which  play’d  continu¬ 
ally  upon  them. 

The  diftance  from  the  Grand  Battery  to  the 
Ifland  Battery  is  four  thoufand  eight  hundred 
feet.  This  battery  commands  the  whole  har¬ 
bour  from  the  entrance  between  the  Licrht-houfe 
point  and  the  Ifland  Battery.  Two  flanks  of 
two  guns  each  point  from  hence  againfl  the 
town,  and  a  line  of  ten  guns  againfi  the 
Ifland  Battery,  the  remainder  to  the  North-eafl 
part  of  the  harbour.  By  the  fire  from  hence, 
during  the  fiege,  the  citadel  and  houfes  in  the 
town  fuffered  very  much,  as  alfo  the  barracks 
at  the  ifland  battery.  The  towers  of  this  bat¬ 
tery  were  fomething  damaged,  one  man  killed, 
and  a  few  wounded  by  the  enemy’s  cannon, 
which  fired  very  brifldy  upon  it,  as  did  alfo  their 
mortars  from  the  town  and  ifland  battery,  e- 
fpecially  at  the  beginning. 

In  a  few  days  the  camp  was  formed  about 
half  a  mile  from  the  place  where  they  made  a 
feint  of  landing;  but  without  throwing  up 
lines ;  depending  only  upon  their  fcouts  and 
guards.  But  afterwards  they  encamped  regular¬ 
ly,  and  threw  up  lines,  nearer  the  place  of  lan¬ 
ding  their  flores.  And  fcouts,  during  the 
whole  fiege,  were  conflantly  lent  out,  who  fel- 
dom  returned  without  bringing  fome  prifoners, 
and  very  much  confined  the  enemy  within  their 
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walls,  and  prevented  their  making  frequent 

fallies. 

May  the  4th,  we  began  to  fire  from  the  grand 
battery,  with  three  cannon,  which  had  been 
cleared,  as  alio  to  bombard  the  town  from 
Green  Hill,  (being  the  place  where  the  firft  bat¬ 
tery  was  planted)  with  one  thirteen  inch  mor¬ 
tar,  one  of  eleven  inches,  and  another  of  nine 
inches ;  affifted  with  two  cannon  nine-poun¬ 
ders,  and  two  falconets ;  being  two  miles 
diftance  from  the  camp,  and  fifteen  hundred 
and  fifty  yards  from  the  citadel.- — Five  hun¬ 
dred  men  were  ordered  to  luftain  this  battery. 
But  finding  the  nine  and  eleven- inch  mortars 
would  not  reach  the  city,  they  were  removed 
the  7th  of  May,  and  planted  with  ten  cohorns 
at  the  diftance  of  nine  hundred  yards  from 
the  citadel :  Where  a  battery  was  erected  the 
10th  of  May,  of  four  'twenty-two-pounders. 
The  1  3th  two  of  them  burft,  owing  to  their 
not  being  found. 

The  15th  of  May  four  twenty-two-pounders 
more  were  brought  to  this  battery,  as  alio  the 
two  nine-pounders,  and  the  thirteen-inch 
mortar,  from  Green  Hill,  from  this  battery 
the  city  was  bombarded.  And  as  the  fhot  irom 
the  faid  battery  ranged  through  the  centre  of 
the  city,  it  damaged  not  only  the  weft  flank 
of  the  king’s  baftion,  which  it  flanked,  but  alfo 
the  citadel,  and  the  greateft  part  of  the  houfes 
in  the  town,  and  even  Porte  Maurepas ;  in 
the  eafternmoft  part  of  the  city.  This  bat¬ 
tery  was  fuftained  by  the  fame  forces  that 

fuftained 
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fuftained  the  battery  at  Green  Hill.  The  da¬ 
mage  received  at  this  battery  was,  the  breaking 
the  trunnion  of  one  of  the  cohorns,  and  bur¬ 
ning  of  another  5  fix  men  wounded  (of  whom 
one  died)  by  the  burfting  of  two  twenty-two- 
pounder  cannons  ;  and  one  man  killed,  and 
two  wounded,  by  the  enemy  the  fame  day. 

The  25th  of  May,  the  thirteen-inch  mor¬ 
tar  burfted;  and  a  bombardier  was  thereby 
wounded,  occaiion'd  by  fome  flaw  in  the  (hell, 
which  broke  in  the  mortar.  Another  thirteen- 
inch  mortar  from  Bofton  was  mounted  in  the 
fame  place,  and  play’d  the  eighth  day  after  the 
other  was  burft.  The  tranfporting  the  cannon 
was  with  almofl:  incredible  labour  and  fatigue. 
For  all  the  roads  over  which  they  Were  drawn, 
faving  here  and  there  fmall  patches  of  rocky 
hills,  were  a  deep  morafs ;  in  which,  whiift 
the  cannon  were  upon  wheels,  they  feveral 
times  funk,  fo  as  to  bury  not  only  the  carria¬ 
ges,  but  the  whole  body  of  the  cannon  likewife. 
fiorfes  and  oxen  could  not  be  employed  in  this 
fervice;  but  the  whole  was  to  be  done  by  the 
men  themfelves,  up  to  the  knees  in  mud  1  at 
the  fame  time  the  nights,  in  which  the  work 
was  done,  cold,  and  for  the  molt  part  foggy  ; 
their  tents  bad,  there  being  no  proper  materi¬ 
als  for  tents  to  be  had  in  New-England,  at  the 
time  the  forces  were  railed. 

But,  notwithstanding  all  thefe  difficulties,  and 
the  peoples  being  taken  down  with  fluxes,  fo 
that  at  one  time  there  were  no  lefs  than  fifteen 
ll.  ^  1  e  d  men  incapable  of  duty,  occafioncd  by 

their 
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tlielr  fatigue,  they  went  on  chearfully,  without 
being  dilcouraged  or  murmuring;  and  by  the 
help  of  Hedges,  of  about  fixteen  feet  in  length, 
and  five  feet  in  wedth,  and  twelve  inches 
thick,  they  tranfported  the  cannon  over  thole 
ways,  which  the  French  had  always  thought 
impaflable  for  fuch  heavy  bodies ;  and  were  in¬ 
deed  impracticable  by  any  people  of  lefs  refoluti- 
on  and  perfeverance,  or  lefs  experience  in  re¬ 
moving  heavy  weights.  And,  befides  this,  they 
had  all  the  provifions,  powder,  lhot,  and  fhells, 
which  they  daily  made  ufe  of,  to  tranfport  over 
the  fame  ways,  upon  their  backs. 

During  this  time  the  French  ereCted  two  ca¬ 
valiers,  of  two  guns  each,  upon  the  rampart  of 
one  of  the  faces  of  the  King’s  Baftion ;  planted 
a  great  number  of  fwivel  guns  upon  the  wall 
facing  the  harbour ;  and  to  fecure  the  low  wall 
at  the  fouth-eaft  part  of  the  town,  added  to  the 
top  of  it  a  plank-work,  picketted  to  raife  it  to 
he  fame  height  with  the  reft  of  the  wall,  and  a 
range  of  palifadoes  at  a  little  diftance  within 
the  wall ;  and  raifed  a  little  battery  of  three 
fmall  guns  upon  the  parapet  of  the  lower  South 
Baftion  fronting  Cape  Noix,  a  fmall  hill  which 
very  much  commands  the  town. 

J 

May  the  yth,  a  flag  of  truce  was  fent  into 
the  town,  with  a  fummons  to  deliver  it  up  to 
His  Britannic  Majesty.  To  which  an 
anfwer  was  return’d  by  Mr.  Duchambon,  com¬ 
mander  in  chief,  “  That  the  king  his  mafter 
“  having  intruded  him  with  the  defence  of  the 
“  ifland,  he  could  not  hearken  to  any  inch  pro- 
“  polal,  ’till  after  the  moll  vigorous  attack ;  and 
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.c  that  he  had  no  anfwer  to  make  but  by  the 

(c  mnntH  of  their  cannon. 

Next  day  the  enemy  made  a  rally ,  but  were 

f00Notm*tondmg  all  the  cate  and  vigilance  of 
.he  men  of  war,  and  the  colony  crmzers,  a 

fnow  from  Bourdeaux  got  in  s  which  they  at- 

temted  to  fire  by  a  fire-fhip  from  the  Grand 

BaTh=  cohorns, a'and  the  nine  and  eleven-inch 
mortars,  were  removed  to  a  h.U  -thin  four 
hundred  and  forty  yards  of  4e  Wert Gate 
from  whence  they  annoy  d  the  ene  y  y 
much,  and  receiv  d  no  damage  at  al .  P  Y 
of  a  hundred  men  came  out  of  the  town  m  1 1 
night,  and  landed  near  the  Light- houfe  Point , 
and  the  next  day  attempted  to  fin  prize  a  par  y 
that  was  polled  at  the  Light-Houfe  ;  w  o  r 
difcover’d  the  enemy  from  an  eminence,  whet 
they  were  on  guard.  Forty  only  of  our  men 
advanced  towards  them.  The  parties  ,u*  * 
wood  ;  and  the  enemy  was  routed,  five  of  them 
killed,  and  a  fixth  (the  lieutenant)  wounded , 
and  taken  prifoner.  The  reft  that  efcaped 
ioined  fome  others,  and  eighty  Indians,  about 
Mera :  and  were  attack’d  two  days  after  by 
another  party  of  our  forces,  that  were  out  on  a 
fcout.  This  difpute  lafted  a  considerable  time, 
and  feveral  of  our  men  made  thirty  difeharges 
each  on  the  enemy,  who  were  again  route  • 
In  this  adion  there  was  but  one  priloner  taken. 
Upon  the  teturn  of  this  party,  another  fcout  was 
fent  out  the  next  day  who  returned  in  tv\o  a)  a. 
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and  Nought  ten  prifoners,  who  reported  to  at 

“T,  ST  P“Ple  Were  MW  «S  Sounded 

’  ~lrm,'h-  .  °"  «»»»  and  cruirs 

fr«ll  TT  ™“  tosk  and  bl,rn'd  moft  °f  their 

pSifoners! ementS>  and  '°0k  about  three  hundred 

nillr  Uth  °fw?  the  advanced  battery  was 

dred  ,’nd  fifw  g  ’  feN* ,IaIf  N-  *  two  hnn- 
ct.cd  and  hlty  yards  diftance  from  the  Weft  „af 

and  one  etghteen-pounder  mounted ,  a  dThe 

fotw  ^'„r°;her  '^n-poundel  and  two 

i!o  mfe'asXS'  F“d  ba‘‘Crf-  UPwardsof 

c.^v , hix.y  way  t  torn  hence  not  only  the  Weft 

gate  was  beat  down,  hut  a  breach  nfade  in  the 

j  ail  adjoining  ;  and  the  North- eaft  battery  was 

damaged  and  render’d  almoft  ufelefs:  their  guns  - 

lying  entirely  open  to  the  fire  from  this  batfery! 

nr,  battciy  being  io  near  the  town,  there  was 

no  ftfety  rn  loading  the  cannon,  but  ’under  the 

h-.A  ,lk  ‘^rdqnetty,  which  was  very  imart  on 

'  fldes-  The  enemy  generally  open’d  the 
aLtion  in  the  morning  with  the  fire  of  their 

imall  arms  for  two  hours;  which  we  return’d 

Wlth  a,dvantaSe  on  our  fide.  We  were  likewife 
A/arnny  entertained  by  the  enemy  from  a  flank 

,  t  lei!  North-eaft  battery,  from  the  Weft-gate 

ba  ttery  and  the  Well  flank  of  the  King’s  Baftion  • 
winch  laft  flank’d  this  battery.  And  therefore  * 
On  the  20 th  of  May,  a  trench  being  dug  on 
the  South  end,  and  one  eighteen-pounder,  and 
two  rune-pounders,  being  brought  from  the 


eight- 
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♦i^ht-gun  battery,  and  mounted  upon  the  fouth 
line  againft  this  flank  ,  they,  with  the  remain¬ 
der  of  the  guns  at  the  eight-gun  battery,  dis¬ 
mounted  fome  of  the  enemy’s  cannon,  and  an¬ 
noyed  them  fo  much,  that  they  were  filent  the 
reft  . of  that  day.  Which  was  often  the  cafe 
afterwards ;  particularly  May  the  2 2d,  the  fire 
was  very  hot  on  both  fides  till  twelve  o’clock  at 
noon,  W'hen  the  French  were  beat  from  their 
guns.  1. 

The  23d  of  May,  the  enemy  mounted  two 
new  guns  at  the  weft  flank  of  King’s  Baftion  ; 
but  in  four  hours  were  forced  to  leave  them. 

The  6th  of  June,  they  had  two  guns  run  out 
of  the  new  embrazures  cut  through  the  parapet 
pear  the  Weft  Gate,  which  foon  began-  to  play 
with  great  fury ;  and  we  were  oblidged  to  turn 
three  guns  againft  them.  And  in  three  hours 
we  difmounted  one,  and  filenced  the  other  for 
that  day.  The  nine  and  the  eleven  inch  mor¬ 
tars  with  conftant  uSe  ftraining  their  beds,  oc¬ 
casioned  their  being  removed  to  this  battery, 
which  was  nearer  the  enemy,  as  were  alfo  the 
cohorns.  • 

The  bombs  in  great  number  fell  all  round  ; 
but  did' very  little  damage.  There  were  10 
men  killed,  and  1 5  or  16  wounded,  feveral  of 
them  with  mufquet-balls.  In  the  mean  time, 
the  enemy  worked  conftantly  in  the  night  to 
barricade  the  gate-way,  where  a  breach  was 
made.  They  alfo  made  a  retrenchment  acrois 
the  Circular  Battery,  and  raifed  another  work  to 
cover  their  qiagazine,  and  laid  a  boom  before  the 

•  C  '  town, 
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t0Wn>  t0  hinder  boats  from  landing;  under  the 
-  walls. 
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At  the  fame  time  our  men  of  war  and  cruh- 
zert>  were  very  diligent,  and  took  feveral  prizes  : 
and  on  tnc  19th  of  May  there  was  an  engage- 
ment  oft  the  harbour,  in  fight  of  the  camp,  be¬ 
tween  lome  of  our  fhips  and  a  French  man  of 
a\  ar.  The  21ft,  a  letter  came  to  the  general 
from  commodore  warren,  acquainting  him,  that 
he  had  taken  the  Vigilant,  a  French  fhip,  of 
iixty- four  guns.  Beftdes  the  Superbe,  the  Mer¬ 
maid,  Euham,  Mafiachulets  frigate,  and  Shirley 
galley,  were  all  in  the  engagement,  and  at  the 
taking  of  her.  Three  days  after  the  taking  of 
the  Vigilant,  capt.  Edwards,  in  the  Princefs 
Mary,  of  fixty  guns,  joined  the  commodore; 
and  the  next  day  capt.  Cornwall,  in  the  Hedor, 
of  forty  guns. 

The  20th  of  May  the  north-weft  battery, 
commonly  called  Ficomb’s  Battery,  was  ereded, 
bearing  N.  W.  by  W.  about  eight  hundred 
yards  diftant  from  the  Weft-Gate,  and  two 
forty-two  pounders  mounted,  which  were 
brought  from  the  Grand  Battery.  And  about  a 
fortnight  after  were  brought  three  forty-two 
pounders  more.  This  battery  did  great  execu¬ 
tion  againfl  the  Circular  Battery. 

By  means  of  this  battery,  and  the  Advanced 
Battery,  not  only  the  Weft  Gate,  was  demolifh’d 
but  a  large  N/each  was  made  in  the  wall,  to 
within  ten  feet  of  the  bottom  of  the  ditch.  The 
Circular  Battery  was  ajmoft  entirely  demolifh’d, 
but  three  guns  out  of  lixteen  being  leftftanding, 

and 
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and  thefe  lo  expofed  to  the  north-well  battery, 
that  nobody  could  keep  the  platform. — The 
well  flank  of  the  King’s  Ballion  was  almoll  en¬ 
tirely  ruin’d,  but  in  fome  meafure  repair’d  with 
timber. — This  battery,  the  advanced  battery, 
and  the  eight-gun  battery,  were  fuftained  by 
thirteen  hundred  and  fifty  men. 

After  many  fruitlefs  preparations  for  an  at¬ 
tack  on  the  Ifland  Battery,  it  was  attempted  on 
the  26th  of  May,  at  night,  by  a  party  of  four 
hundred  men.  But,  from  the  flrengt'n  of  the 
place,  and  the  advantage  the  enemy  had  of  be¬ 
ing  under  cover,  and  our  men  expofed  in  open 
boats,  which  a  mufquet-ball  would  fink,  the 
fiurf  running  very  high,  and  their  not  being 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  belt  place  ol 
landing,  they  were  requlfed,  with  the  lofs  of  a- 
bout  fixty  kill’d  and  drowned,  and  an  hundred 
and  fixteen  taken  prifoners. 

The  1  oth  of  June,  the  Cheller  arriv’d  from 
England,  and  joined  the  commodore :  and  on 
the  1 2th  the  Canterbury  and  Sunderland  ;  as  did 
likwife  the  Lark,  with  a  llore-lhip  under  her 
convoy,  bound  to  Annopolis  Royal. 

It  being  of  the  utmoll  conlequence  to  be 
mailers  of  the  *  Illand  Battery,  and  after  the 
lall  attempt,  thought  impracticable  to  reduce  it 
by  boats,  it  was  determined  to  eredt  a  battery 
near  the  Light-Houfe,  oppofite  to  it,  which  would 

*  The  Ifland  Battery  is  a  ftrong  fort  at  the  entrance  of 
the  harbour,  mounted  with  thirty  twenty-eight-pounders, 
and  feven  fwivels,  having  two  brafs  ten  inch  mortars,  and 
garrifon’d  with  an  hundred  and  eighty  men. 
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be  three  thoufand  four  hundred  feet  diftant  i 
and  in  fuch  manner  as  to  be  expofed  to  the  fire 
of  but  four  of  the  enemy’s  guns ;  and  at  the 
fame  time  to  flank  a  line  of  above  twenty  of  their 
guns.  Which,  notwithftanding  the  almofl:  in- 
iuperable'b difficulties  that  attended  it,  was  hap¬ 
pily  effected,  and  two  eighteen-pounders  mount¬ 
ed  the  iithof  June,  and  by  the  14th  four 
more  ;  fuftained  by  three  hundred  and  twenty 
men. 

Powder  growing  fliort,  the  fire  had  for  fome 
days  been  very  much  flacken’d ;  and  the  French, 
June  the  1  ith,  began  to  creep  a  little  out  of  the 
cazmates  and  covers,  where  they  had  hid  them- 
ielves  during  the  greateft  fiercenefs  of  it. — But 
this  being  the  anniverfary  of  PIis  Majesty’s 
happy  acceffion  to  the  throne,  it  was  determined 
to  celebrate  it  as  became  loyal  fubjedts  and  brave 
foldiers.  And  orders  were  given  for  a  difcharge 
or  all  the  Cannon  from  every  Battery,  at  twelve 
o’clock  :  which  was  accordingly  done,  and  fol¬ 
lowed  by  an  inceflant  fire  all  the  reft  of  the  day. 
Which  much  difheartened  the  enemy  ;  efpecial- 
ly  as  they  were  fenfible  what  muft  neceflarily 
be  the  confequence  of  this  new  battery. 

It  was  now  determined,  as  foon  as  poffible 
after  the  arrival  of  the  Canterbury  and  Sunder- 

t  The  difficulties  were,  the  tranfporting  of  the  cannon, 
in  boats,  from  Chapeau-Rouge-Bay  to  the  eaftward  of  the 
Light-Houfe ;  the  getting  them  up  the  bank  of  the  fbore 
(  v\  l;ich  was  a  fteep  craggy  rock);  the  hauling  them  a  mile 
amJ  a  quarter,  over  an  incredible  bad  way,  of  hills,  rocks, 
and  niorailes. 

land? 
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land,  to  make  a  general  attack  by  Tea  and  land.' 
Accordingly,  they  arrived  the  next  day,  all  the 
tranfports  were  ordered  off,  to  take  out  the  fpare 
marts,  yards,  and  other  lumber  of  the  men  of 
war. — The  foldiers  were  imploy’d  in  getting 
mofs,  to  barricade  their  nettings,  and  fix  hundred 
men  were  fent  on  board  the  King’s  {hips,  at  the 
commodore’s  requeft. 

The  large  mortar  was  ordered  to  the  Light- 
Houfe  battery :  and  a  new  fupply  of  powder 
arriving,  the  fire  was  more  fierce  from  this 
time  to  the  i  ^th  than  ever.  When  the  mortar 

V  * 

began  to  play  from  the  Light-Houfe  battery, 
out  of  nineteen  {hells,  feventeen  fell  within  the 
fort,  and  one  of  them  upon  the  magazine ; 
which,  together  with  the  fire  from  the  cannon, 
to  which  the  enemy  was  very  much  expos’d, 
they  having  but  little  to  {belter  them  from  the 
{hot  that  ranged  quite  through  their  barracks, 
fo  terrified  them,  that  many  of  them  left  the 
fort,  and  ran  into  the  water  for  refuge. 

The  Grand  Battery  being  in  our  poffeflion ; 
the  Ifiand  Battery  being  fo  much  hurt  by  the 
Light-Houfe  Battery  ;  the  North  Eaft  Battery  fo 
open  to  our  Advanced  Battery,  that  it  was  not 
poflible  for  the  enemy  to  {land  to  their  guns ; 
all  the  guns  in  the  Circular  Battery,  except 
three  being  difmounted,  and  the  wall  almoft 
wholly  broke  down  ;  the  Weft-Gate  demolifh’d, 
and  a  large  breach  in  the  Wall  adjoining ;  the 
weft  flank  of  the  King’s  Baftion  almoft  ruin¬ 
ed';  all  the  houfes  and  other  buildings  almoft  tom 
to  pieces  (but  one  houfe  in  the  town  being  left 

unhurtd  : 
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(inhurt)  j  and  the  enemy’s  flock  of  ammunition 

growing  fhort  ;  -  they  fent  out  a  flag  of 

truce  to  the  camp,  defiring  time  to  confider  up¬ 
on  the  articles  of  capitulation. 

This  was  granted  ’till  next  morhing ;  when 
they  brought  out  articles ;  which  were  refufed, 
and  others  fent  in  by  the  general  and  commo¬ 
dore,  and  agreed  to  by  the  enemy. — Hoftages 
were  exchanged;  and  on  the  17th  of  June  the 
city  and  fortrefles  were  furrender’d,  and  the  gar- 
rifon,  and  all  the  inhabitants,  to  the  number  of 
two  thoufand  capable  of  bearing  arms,  made 
prifoners,  to  be  tranfported  to  France  with  all 
their  perfonal  effects. 

During  the  whole  fiege  we  had  no  more  than 
one  hundred  and  one  men  killed  by  the  enemy 
and  all  other  accidents ;  and  about  thirty  died 
of  ficknefs.  And,  according  to  the  beft  accounts, 
there  were  killed  of  the  enemy  within  the 
walls  about  three  hundred,  befides  numbers 
that  died  being  confined  within  the  cazmates. 
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E,  the  fubfcribers ,  having  perufed  the  before • 
wri tten  *  j ournal  and  account  of  the  proceed- 
<  ings  of  the  New-England  land-force s,  during 
‘  the  late  expedition  againfi  the  French  fettlements 
«  on  Cape  Breton,  to  the  time  of  the  furre?ider  of 
1  Louifbourg cojitamed  in  fifteen  pages,  to  all 
•which  proceedings  we  were  privy,  do  hereby .  cer¬ 
tify  that  the  fame  contains  a  jufi  reprcfentation  of 
the  tranjaclions  and  occurrences  therein  Jet  forth , 
■and  of  the  behaviour  of  the  jaid  forces.  In  wit - 

nefs  whereof  we  have  hereto  fubfcribed  our  names 
(the  two  lajl  lines  in  the  eleventh  page,  and  the 
nine  ffrfi  in  the  twelfth  page  being  firfi  *  obli¬ 
terated . 


Louifbourg, 
O&ob,  20, 

ms* 


William  Pepperell; 

Lieut,  general  and  commander  iti 
chief  of  the  N.  England  forces* 

Sa.  Waldo, 

Brigadier  general  of  the  land - 
force s.)  and  colonel  of  the  fe- 
cond  regiment. 

Sam.  Moore, 

Colonel  of  the  New- Hampfhi re  re* 
gijnent . 

Simon  Lothrop, 

Lieutenant  colonel  of  the  Cannedi* 
cut  regiment . 

Ri  chard  Gridley, 

Lieutenant  colonel  of  the  train  of 
artillery , 


And  are,  therefore,  not  inferted  in  this  printed  copy. 
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A  Computation  of  the  French  Fijhery  on  the 
Banks  of  dNehifoithdland ,  Acadia ,  Cape  i?n?~ 
/o«,  and  neighbouring  Shores,  Gulphs,  Har¬ 
bours,  &c.  - - as  it  was  carried  on  before 

the  laft  War  :  The  whole  of  which  did  then , 
in  a  great  manner ,  depend  on  the  Fort  of 
Louijbourg,  ■  as  a  Cover  and  Protection  to 
it-,  &c.  Sent  over  from  Louijbourg  by  Gene¬ 
ral  Peppercll,  together  with  the  foregoing  Ac - 
count. 


flT*  HIS  Louifbourg  is  a  harbour  on  the  eaft- 
Jh.  fouth-eaft  part  of  the  i  (land  of  Cape  Bre¬ 
ton,  and  is  about  twenty  leagues  to  the  eaft- 
ward  of  Canfo,  and  about  fixty  from  the  iiland 
of  St.  Peter’s,  •  Newfoundland,  It  is  but  an 

>  t 

indifferent  harbour  for  flapping,  and  has  a 
fmall  town,  on  a  point  of  land,  on  the  fouth 
fide  of  it,  regularly  fortify VI  and  walled  in  ;  and 
oh  the  north  fide,  fronting  the  entrance,  one  ex- 
ceeding  fine  battery  of  thirty  forty-two-pounders  ; 
and  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  entrance,  (which  is 
north  and  fouth )  upon  anifland,  another  of  twen¬ 
ty-eight  twenty -four- pounders,  called  the  iiland 
battery;  which,  with  the  former  called  the  royal 
or  grand  battery,  were  defignd  to  fecure  the  en¬ 
trance  of  the  harbour  from  any  enemy’s  fiiips  go- 
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ing  in  to  annoy  them:  And  were  thought  fufficL 
cnt  to  anfwer  their  defign. 

The  ifland  of  Cape  Breton —  (or  rather  the 
ifland  ot  Madam  (lo  called)  and  Cape  Breton, 
which  are  fo  contiguous  that  they  are  by  mod 
fuppoled  to  be  but  one  ifland,  and  vulgarly 
comprehended  in  the  one,  viz.  of  Cape  Bre¬ 
ton)  extends  from  the  gut  of  Canfo,  the 
eaftern  boundaries  of  Nova  Scotia,  E.  N.  E. 
about  thirty-three  or  thirty-four  leagues ;  and 
is  what  helps  to  form  the  gulph  of  St.  Lau¬ 
rence,  which  has  three  l'everal  paflages  in  and 
out,  viz.  At  the  northward  of  Newfoundland, 
betwixt  that  and  the  main,  which  paflage  is 
Called  the  freights  of  Belle-ifle  ;  another  be¬ 
tween  Cape  Breton,  the  eaftmoft  part,  and  the 
weft  ot  Newfoundland, —  which  is  the  com¬ 
mon  paflage ;  and  another  through  the  gut  of 
Canfo,  which  is  betwixt  the  eaftmoft  part  of 
Acadia  and  the  weftmoft  part  of  the  ifland  of 
Madam. 

This  gulph  St.  Laurence,  (fo  called  from 
the  great  river  of  St.  Laurence,  or  Canada  ri¬ 
ver,  which  difembogues  itfelf  into  it,  and  from 
thence  thro’  thofe  ieveral  above  paflages  into 
the  ocean)  is  a  lea,  or  gulph,  that  has  the  ri¬ 
ver  ot  Canada,  and  land  adjacent,  at  the  weft 
ot  it,  Cape  Breton  at  the  iouthward,  New¬ 
foundland  at  the  eaftward,  and  the  main  con¬ 
tinent,  that  ftretches  from  Canada  river,  to 
1  the  northward  and  eaftward.  On  the  north  of 
it  and  in  the  gulph  are  fundry  commodious 
bays,  havens,  jihads,  rivers,  and  harbours ; 

and 
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and  at  all  feafons  of  the  year  great  plenty  of 
cod-fifh,  and  at  particular  feafons  herring, 
mackrel,  {quid,  alewives,  and  fmelts  foi  bait . 
but  the  ice  in  winter  renders  its  navigation  un- 
fafe,  if  not  altogether  impracticable,  at  lead 
to  make  voyages  of  fifh ;  though  in  the  ium- 
mer  feafon  there  have  been  yearly  fiflaeries 
carried  on  at  Gafpay,  at  the  entrance  of  Ca¬ 
nada  river,  and  in  the  little  harbours  from 
thence  to  Bay  Vert,  at  the  iflands  ol  St.  John  s 
and  Magdalene,  at  the  northward  ol  the  gut 
of  Canfo,  in  and  through  the  gut,  and  horn 
thence  along  Ihore  at  Nurichatte,  Petit  de  Grat, 
ifles  Mecheaux,  St.  Efprit,  Forchette,  Louif- 
bourg,  LaurembequC,  La  Baleine,  Negamth, 
St.  Ann’s,  Scattery,  and  La  Bradore ;  and 
from  Gafpay  round  the  north  lide  of  the  gulph, 
at  the  feveral  convenient  ports  on  the  main, 
quite  to  the  Streights  of  Belle- ille ;  and,  by  an 
allowance  to  the  French  in  the  treaty  of  Utrecht, 
(which  they  have  made  the  mod  of)  in  all  the 
harbours  at  the  northward  of  Newfoundland 
that  were  unimploy’d  by  the  Englifh.  And 
although,  comparatively,  fpeaking,  there  was 
but  a  fmall  number  of  their  fhips  fifhed  at 
Cape  Breton  itfelf,  yet  the  fituation  of  that 
ifland  is  fuch,  they  could  all  of  them  at  plea- 
fure  repair  thither,  on  any  emergency  or  dan¬ 
ger;  efpecially  thofe  that  tifhed  in  the  gulph, 
on  the  main,  or  thofe  at  the  north-wed  of 
Newfoundland,  who  were  all  within  one  or 
two  days  fail  at  mod ,  and  alfo  thofe  fhips  that 
laded  with  mud  fifh  on  the  banks. 
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So  tnat  this  ifland  was  the  key  and  protec - 

tlOU  c;  tn5!r  w^oIe  fifhery,  and  for  that  end 
was  fortified  and  garrifon’d,  and  valued  by 
r  ranee  equal  to  any  other  of  its  colonies ;  al- 
t  tough  the  harbour  of  Louifboure  is  not  an  ex¬ 
traordinary  good  one,  and  the  bland  produces 
nothing  either  for  food  or  rayment,  and  the 
fiin  are  not  fo  plenty  on  the  coafts  of  Louif- 
bourg  as  they  are  in  the  gulph,  off  Canfo,  to 
tne  weft  ward  of  it,  and  off  the  coaft  of  New¬ 
foundland  to  the  e  aft  ward.  •  ' 

do  that  the  fituation  and  convenience  of  this 
place  (being,  as  it  were,  the  centre  of  the 
whole  fifhery,  and  a  cover  and  command  to 
t„e  wnole  gulph)  was  the'  greateft  induce¬ 
ment  to  France  to  fortify  it,  in  order  to  pio- 
tedt  and  fecure  all  the  reft:  what  other '  u'fes 
it  might  ferve  for  as  a  port  to  the  eaft  and 
weft  India  men,  and  the  ihips’  bound  to  Ca- 
n.ic:a,  on  occalion/  to  refort  to  tor'  wood  and 
water,  to  clean  or  repa-.r,  6c&.  not  being  fo 
much  in  their  view  as  the  ^curing  and  ^up¬ 
holding  this  trade,  the  fishery :  which  they 
liad  found  the  fweets  of  before,  enough  to 
convince  them  it  was  absolutely  nc.ceiiary  for 
them  to  out-do  us  in  it,  if  poffible;  in  or¬ 
der  to  which  they  were  to  ipare  no  coif  for  the 
prefent  for  the  gaining  a  future  benefit  by  it, 
when  they  had  gained  their  point. 

Then  conviction  of  the  growing  profit  of 
this  branch  of  trade,  and  the  hopes  of  one 
tinn  or  othei  monopolizing  it,  at  leaft  fo  far 
rcfpcCtcd  tne  catholic  dominions,  made  them 

take 
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take  fuch  indefatigable  and  indiredl  means,  the 
laft  war,  to  procure  a  neutrality,  lb  far  as  re¬ 
lated  to  the  Fifhery;  that  they  might  even  then 
vie  with  us  in  profecuting  their  voyages  unmo- 
lefted,  as  long  as  the  war  lafted ;  which  they 
obtained  by  the  dint  of  money  ;  and,  on  the 
peace,  in  order  to  fecure  it  to  them  for  the  fu¬ 
ture,  fluck  at  no  terms  to  obtain  this  ifland. 
Which  they  had  no  fooner  effected,  but  im¬ 
mediately  they  began  to  fettle  it :  and  a  new 
colony  was  fet  on  foot,  to  conlift  of  filhermen 
only,  and'  encouragement  given,  forts,  &c. 
built,  and  a  town  garrifoned,  to  protect  them. 
And  the  whole  nation  feemed  to  have  their  eyes 
on  the  place  ;  fo  that  it  was  peopled  more  and 
more  .  yearly  ;  and  a  fifhery  flourished  fo  fall:, 
that  they  could  and  did  afford  to  underlell  us 
at  foreign  markets.  And  for  the  protection  of 
the  trade  fo  to  do,  they  had  annually  Ships  of 
war  fent  them  from  France,  to  vifit  and  fupply 
them,  with  orders  to  protect  and  defend  not 
only  their  fea-coaft,  but  their  veflels  on  the 
banks  of  Newfoundland,  See.  not  only  from 
infults  from  us  (for  of  that  there  was  no  oc- 
cafion)  but  to  make  and  keep  their  pretenfions 
good  to  the  Several  banks,  either  within  or 
without  their  line,  and  make  themfelves  a  pri¬ 
vilege,  as  it  were,  of  fifhing  almoft  where  they 
pleafed  by  the  force  of  cuftom.  In  which 
they  gradually  increafed  fo,  that  in  the  year 
.1732,  when  the  Le  Flenzon  and  the  Brilliant, 
two  of  their  men  of  war,  were  ordered  on 

that 
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that  ftation,  to  crujze  on  the  banks,  examine 
into  the  ftate  of  the  fifhery,  and  give  them 
any  necelTary  affiftance  and  protection,  and 
trom  thence  to  Canada,  and  fo  back  to  the 
fifhery  again,  and  then  to  convoy  thofe  Chips 
that  had  made  their  voyages,  and  were  ready 
to  depart  to  Europe,  the  marquis  De  la  Mail'on 
Fort,  who  was  on  board  one  of  thofe  fhips,  in 
his  journal  thus  remarks  *  :  — . 

Louifbourg  is  a  good  port,  and  a  fafe  har¬ 
bour  ;  and  will  be  lufficiently  provided  again  ft 
all  attempts  made  on  the  fame,  when  the  fortifi¬ 
cations  (about  which  they  inceffantly  labour) 
fhall  be  compleated.  More  than  an  hundred 
vefTeis  from  France  arrive  every  year  in  this  har¬ 
bour  to  filh,  and  make  fifh,  of  the  cod,  which 
they  catch  in  fmali  craft  of  the  country,  and  af¬ 
ter  put  into  larger  veffels,  where  they  fait  them, 
and  dry  them,  from  the  beginning  of  June  to 
October ;  when  they  all  get  ready  to  depart, 
each  one  for  his  affigned  port.  This  ifland  pro¬ 
duces  no  grain,  tho’  there  are  more  than  four 

— »  ■  ■ —  ■  ■  *-  - -  --  - h —  -  -  -  * 

*  Louifbourg  eft  un  bon  port,  &  une  place  furc ;  e’eft 
hors  de  toute  infulte,  quand  lcs  fortifications  (en  quoi 
Ton  travaille)  feront  achevez.  Dans  lequelle  il  va  plus  de 
cent  vaifleaux  de  France  tous  les  ans,  pecher,  &  faire  pe- 
cher  des  monies,  par  les  gondolettes  du  pais  qu’iis  em- 
barquent  en  bartcaux,  qu’iis  falent,  &  font  fecher  depuis 
Ie  mois  de  Juin  iufq’  a  d’Ocftobre,  qu’iis  fe  preparent  a 
en  retcurncr  a’  leur  deftination,  &c.  &c.  Cette  ifle  ne 
produifant  encore  aucun  bled,  quoique  il  y  a  plus  de  qua¬ 
ere  millc  habitans,  qui  trouvant  a’  gagner  davantage  a *  la 
pcche  qu’  a’  labourer  la  terre,  la  laifle  deferte,  achetant 
qu’iis  ont  dc  bdoin  avec  leur  portion. 
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four  thoufand  Inhabitants,  who  find  their  ac¬ 
count  much  better  in  fifhing  than  in  hulbandry ; 
and  confequently  the  land  .lies  wafie,  they  pro¬ 
curing  all  neceffaries  in  exchange  for  their  fifh.” 

Which  is  fufficient  to  demonftrate  what  this 
colony  was  eftablifh’d  for,  what  encourage¬ 
ment  it  had,  how  fall  it  grew,  and  how  bene¬ 
ficial  it  muft  have  been,  in  a  number  of  years 
more,  to  France,  more  than  even  it  was  at  that 
day ;  from  whence  they  mull  of  neceflity  im¬ 
port  every  neceffary  of  life  whatfoever,  and  pay 
for  the  whole  out  of  this  fifhery,  as  the  marquis 
juftly  obferves.  Which  fifhery  was  carried  on 
during  the  peace,  according  to  the  beft  account 
from  thofe  of  ourfelves,  who,  at  Canfo  and  at 
Louifbourg,  have  been  eye-witnefies  of  part  of 
it,  and  from  their  captains,  &c.  of  their  fhips, 
at  different  occafional  converfations,  on  com¬ 
paring  the  French  fifhery  with  the  Englifli ;  as 
,  follows,  viz. 

From  the  gut  of  Canfo  down  along  fhore  to 
Louilbourg,  and  from  thence  to  the  north-eafl 
part  of  Cape-Breton,  there  was  yearly  imploy’d 
at  leaf!;  five  hundred  lhallops.  And  thele  re¬ 
quired  at  fea  and  on  fhore,  five  men  each ; 
which  amount  to  two  thoufand  five  hundred 
men :  and  fixty  brigantines,  fchooners,  and 
Hoops,  each  of  fifteen  men ;  making  nine  hun¬ 
dred  men  more  :  which  together  make  three 
thoufand  four  hundred  men. 

Allow  thefe  500  fha'ilops  to  catch  300  quin¬ 
tals  of  fifh  each  in  the  fummer  feafon  -y  and  the 

whole 
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Whole  is  150,000  quintals,  and  the  60  brigs, 

lchooners,  &c.  each  600  quintals,  which  ' 
make  56,000  more.  So  that  there  is  made  at 
Cape  Breton  annually  of  fifh  one  hundred 

eighty-fix  thoufand  Quintals.  '  ' 

Now,  to  carry  this  fifh  to  Europe,  '  to  mar¬ 
ket,  there  mu  ft  be  employ’d  93  fail  of  fhips, 
of  the  burden  of  2000  quintals  each,  one  with' 
the. other;  and  each  of  thefe  fhips  have  at  leaft 
2o  men,  which  are  i  860  feamen. ''  And  thefe, 
added  to  the  3400  fifhermen  above,  make  five 
thoufand  two  hundred  and  fixty  men,  employ’d 
at  Cape  Breton  only  in  the  fishery. 

At  Gafpay,  Quadre,  and  other  harbours, 
mentioned  in  the  following  eftimation,  there 
are  fix  ihips  yearly,  which,  as  they  come  out 
of  France  mann’d  to  catch  their  own  cargoes 
in  fhallops,  which  they  haul  up  and  leave  in 
the  country  every  winter,  ’till  they  return  the- 
next  fpring,  one  with  another  may  be  allow’d' 
fixty  hands.  And  it  has  always  been  allowed, 
from  St.  Maloes  and  Granville  they  have  at 
leaft  three  hundred  fail  of  thefe  fhips  in  this 
fifhery,  that  fifh  at  Petit,  Nord,  Fifhante,  Belle- 
ifle,  and  the.Gulph  ;  which  Will,  all  computed 
as  above,  (allowing  thofe  fhips  that  come  out  to 
make  their  own  voyages,  to  carry  each  3600 
Quintails)  he  as  follows ;  — — . 


At 
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Ships.  Men.  Quintals. 

At  Cape  Breton  —  93 — —5260 - 1 86,000 

At  Gal'pay  - — - — —  6 — * —  360  18,000 

AtQijadre* - * — ■  6 — * —  360  18,000 

At  Port  en  Bafque  -  6 -  360*— —  18,000 

At  Le  Foils  Ifl.es  -  3 -  180 — * —  9^000 

St.  Maloes  Men  -300—  18,000* —  900,000 


414  —  24,520  -  1 149,000 


Here  it  may  be  objected,  that  of  the  three 
hundred  Blips  above  from  St.  Maloes  (which 
they  infill  upon)  fome  of  them  are  fome  of 
thole  Blips  above-reckon’d  at  Gal'pay,  Quadre, 

£ec.  Which  is  well  known  to  be  fo.- - But, 

then,  no  regard  is  here  had  to  the  Blips  fo  em¬ 
ployed,  among  the  reB,  ircm  St.  Jean  de  Jay/, 
Bayonne,  Nantz,  Havre  de  Grace,  &c.  which 
go  annually  into  thole  parts  on  the  fame  voy¬ 
age  j  and  are  a  great  many  more  in  number 
than  thole  twenty  one  Blips  above;  and  would, 
could  an  exabt  lilt  be  had,  much  fwell  the  ac¬ 
count. 

Befides  all  thefe,  there  have  been  conftantly 
from  the  river  Sendre,  Olune,  Poiteux,  Havre, 
&c.  One  hundred  and  fifty  Blips  at  Jeaft,  the 
French  fay  two  hundred  fail,  imploy’d  in  the 
mud-filhery,  or  Morf  Veft  (as  they  call  it), 
from  fixteen  to  twenty  lour  men  each  :  which 
carry  home  upon  an  average,  from  twenty-two 
thoufand  to  thirty  thoufand  fiBi  in  number ; 

E  which 


[  34  ] 

which*  make,  on,  the  moil:  moderate  eftimate, 
one  hundred  and  fifty  fail  of  fhips ;  and,  on  a! 
a  medium,  twenty  men  each,  are  three  thou- 
firnd  men,  and  in  the  whole  three  million  nine 
hundred  thoufand  fillies  in  tale.  Thefe  fhips 
are  fitted  out  in  France  for  their  voyages  on 
the  banks,  and  there  tarry  ’till  they  are  laden; 
unlefs  they  meet  with  any  accident  or  difturb- 
afice  (in  which  cafe  they  refort  to  Cape  Breton 
for  fhelter  and  fupplies)  ;  and  from  thence 
home  to  France,  And  it  was,  thus,  frequent 
for  them,  when  they  had  made  their  voyages, 
to  go  into  Cape  Breton  for  water  efpecially,  as 

they  had  no  other  port. 

In  regard  to  the  value  of  this  branch  of 
trade,  it  is  neceflary  here  to  obferve,  that  there 
is  hereby  produced  a  large  quantity  of  train- 
oil  j  which  France  has  always  an  immediate 
demand  for  at  home,  for  their  woollen  manu¬ 
factures,  Lights,  &c.  And  with  which  alfo 
their  fugar  colonies,  that  cant  do  without  it, 
are  yearly  fupply’d.  It  is  certainly  well  known 
that  they  either  do,  or  may  at  leaft,  make  one 
ho-dhead  of  iixty  gallons  of  oil,  clear  drawn 
off  from  the  blubber,  out  of  every  hundred 
quintals  of  fif It.  And  this  out  of  the  quantity 
of  fith  before-mentioned,  will  produce  eleven 
thoufand  four  hundred  and  ninety  hogfheads  of 
oil.  And  allow;  i ;  that  four  thoufand  fiflies 
in  number  are  equal  to  one  hundred  quintals, 
when  cur’d,  then  the  three  million  nine  hun¬ 
dred  thoufand  mud  fifh,  bv  the  fame  rule, 

will 
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will  yield  nine  hundred  feventy  five  hogfheac  s 
of  oil.  Which  added  to  the  other  make 
twelve  thouland  four  hundred  lixty  five  hogl- 
heads  of  train-oil,  which  are  equal  to  three 
thoufand  one  hundred  and  fixteen  tons  and  x 
.  quarter. 

Now,  let  the  1,149,000!  /• 

quintals  of  fifli  be  valued  only 
at  10  s.  fterling  per  quintal,  the  >574,500 
primecoft  ufuaily  atNewfound- 
land,  it  is  worth  — 

And,  to  this,  allow  3  s.  fter-  | 
lin^  freight  per  quintal  of  it,  in  ^I72o5° 
French  bottoms,  to  market  —  J 


00 


00 


And  then  the  fifli  only  is  worthy  746,850  :  00 


5.6,092 


And  let  the  3 1 1 6  &  qr.  tons  1 
of  oil  be  valued  at  1  8  1.  fterling  < 
per  ton,  the  amount  of  it  is  —  J 
As  to  the  mud-filh,  it  is  ge¬ 
nerally  fold  in  France  at  1000 
livres  per  1000  fifhj.and  then  >178,750 
at  1 1  d.  fterling  per  livre,  -  their  J 
value  is  ■  — — -  -  J 


:  1  o 


And  thus  it  appears  that  onCj 
year’s  fifhery  of theFrench  only  I98  1 ,692  :  1  o 
is  worth  fterling,  - -  .) 


Which 
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Which  gi eat  branch  of  trade,  in  a  manner 
depends  entirely  on  their  poffeflion  of  the  ifland 
ot  Cape  Breton,  as  it  is  impoffible  to  carry  it 
on  without  fome  convenient  harbour  or  ftrength, 
&c.  to  fupply,  fupport,  and  prated  it:  and 

:s  now  with  us  to  determine  whether  they  fhall 
enjoy  it  or  not.  J 

In  addition  to  this,  let  us  confider,  that,  in 
regard  to  the  woollen  manufacture,  the  flaple 
and  dependance  of  England;  in  which  alfo  the  * 
•  1  enc'1  having  been  vying  with  us,  and  have 
now  brought  that  trade  to  fuch  a  pitch  as  to  car¬ 
ry  it  all  over,  not  only  the  r  own  dominions, 

( formerly  obliged  to  us  tor  ime  cloaths)  but  to 
agieaf  advantage  into  Italy,  Spain  and  Turkey, 
even  to  the  great  detriment  of  England  I  fay, 
m  regard  to  this  branch  of  trade,  allow  that 
every  man  before-mentioned  in  the  fiihery,  in 
his  blanket,  watch  coat,  and  rugg,  pea-jacket,  &c. 
con  fumes  of  thefe  coarler  woollens  thirty  flail- 
liiigs  flerling  per  annum  :  and  at  that  rate  even 
their  contumption  win  be  torty-one  thoufand 
two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  flerling;  which, 
had  we  the  whole  fifhery  to  ourfelves,  mull  of 
courfe  be  of  our  own  manufactory. 

But,  befides  this,  all  due  confideraflon  muft 
ne  had  to  the  canvas,  cordage,  hooks,  lines, 
twine,  nets,  lead,  nails,  fpikes,  edge-tools,  grap- 
liris,  anchors,  £cc.  &c.  thatfivehundred  fixtyfour 
ibips,  and  the  Shallops  tofifh  for  them,  muft  ex¬ 
pend  at  fea  and  on  Chore  :  and  allow  all  tnefeto 
be  Britilh,  and  the  immediate  value  of  this  branch 
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trade  to  England,  could  file  (or  rather  would 
flic)  keep  it  to  herfelf,  will  difcover  itfelf  of 
greater  confequence  than  any  other ;  not  even 
excepting  the  tobacco  ;  that  is,  than  any  othef 
trade  dependent  on  the  plantations.  Firft,  in 
regard  to  the  railing  leamen  lor  the  royal  navy ; 
fecondly,  the  confumption  of  the  Britilh  manu¬ 
facture  and  produce:  an<t,  above  all,  in  a  certain 
yearly  remittance  of  the  ballance  o!  this  trade 
made  to  England  from  Spain,  Portugal,  Ita¬ 
ly,  &c.  either  in  lpecie  or  in  fuch  foreign  com¬ 
modities  as  pay  his  majefty  a  prodigious  revenue ; 
and  this  procur’d  by  dint  of  labour  only,  and 
fetch’d  out  of  the  abundance  of  our  feas. 

Thus  fuppoling  the  French  entirely  excluded 
this  Filhery,  (as  may,  and  mull  be  the  cafe  if 
England  keeps  Cape  Breton,  and  allows  them 
no  longer  any  privilege  at  Newfoundland  ; — lor 
then  they  will  not  have  any  port  convenient  for 
them,  at  leaft  ’till  they  fortify  upon  the  main  in 
the  gulph  of  St.  Laurence, — which,  having  Cape 
Breton,  we  may  hinder  when  we  pleafe);  and 
adding  the  advantage  of  their  filhery  to  that  of 
our  own  already,  and  confidering  that  the  whole 
papal  empire  muft  then  depend  on  us  folely  lor 
this  Bacalaos,  which  they  can’t  do  without,  it 
will  give  us  almoft  the  whole  trade  of  the  Me¬ 
diterranean  ;  and  all  the  other  national  advan¬ 
tages  that  multarife  from  the  prefent  acquifition 
of  Cape  Breton  by  unpeopling  the  French  colo¬ 
ny  in  Canada,  and  reducing  the  garrilons  to  His 
JMajelty’s  obedience,  which  muft  give  us  all  the 
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reft  ;  it  is  of  itfelf  a  fufficient  compenfation  fi>f 
the  war;  and  will  be  fo  allow’d  by  all  thofe 
concern  d  in  trade,  who  know  the  many  advan¬ 
tages  and  benefits  that  muft  arife  from  this 

branch  of  it  only  to  England,  by  monopolizing 
the  whole  of  it.  6 

But,  beiides  the  national  advantage  by  the 
fifiiery - — by  the  redudtion  of  Cape  Breton, 
and  an  Englifh  garrifon  there,  France  ha$  not 
any  one  fea-port  for  the  relief  of  their  trading 
fhips,  either  to  or  from  the  Eaft  or  Weft  Indies, 
open  to  them  any  where  in  North  America,  to 
the  northward  of  Martinico.  For  Canada  is 
not  to  be  look’d  upon  as  an  open  port  to  the 
fea;.  it  being  firft  fixty  or  feventy  leagues 
within  land,  through  the  Gulph,  to  the 
moutn  ot  the  river ;  and  then  a  great  deal 
furthei  up  the  river.  So  that  it  is  imprac¬ 
ticable  to  think  of  going  thither  for  Ihelter  :  And 
of  confequence  the  whole  trade  to  and  from 
the  Weft-Indies,  &c.  will  be  not  only  expofed 
to  our  privateers  from  the  northern  colonies  in 
war-time,  without  any  Place  to  retreat  to,  hut 
even  in  peace,  without  any  fea-port  they  can 
call  their  own,  or  lay  any  pretenfions  to  in 
thefe  fens,  any  where  to  the  northward  of 
Martinico,  as  abovefaid. 

And  as  to  Canada  itfelf, - the  river  is  now 

fo  much  under  our  command,  as  well  as  the 
Gulph,  that  all  trade  there  may  be  very  eafily 
flopped,  and  all  communication  cut  off-  from 
them  by  our  fhips  in  and  out  of  Cape  Breton. 

So 
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So  that  (without  force  or  arms)  in  a  very  few 
years  that  colony  would  fall,  and  the  whole 
trade  of  furs,  carried  on  with  the  Indians 
there,  come  into  the  Englilh  hands,  as  Canada 
may  be  kept  unable  to  fupply  or  furniih  , 
them.  But  a  happier  confequence  than  this 
will  be,  that,  as  they  may  be  kept  from 
fupplying  the  Indians  to  trade,  fo  alfo  from  en¬ 
couraging  them  to  annoy  our  frontiers :  And 
they  (the  Indians)  even  mud  become  obliged 
to,  and  dependent  upon  us ;  fo  that  we  ihali 
not  be  in  fuch  continual  apprehenlions  of  their 
hoftilities,  but  rather  may  have  them  in  as 
much  fubjedtion  to  us  as  they  have  been  to  the 

French. 

To  all  that  is  faid  before  in  regard  to  Cape 
Breton,  let  it  be  added,  that  by  this  acquifition 
we  have  fecured  to  the  nation  the  garrifonof  An¬ 
napolis  Royal,  and  the  colony  of  Nova-Scotia. 
Which,  being  a  very  rich  and  fertile  foil, 
and  its  coafts  and  rivers  abounding  with  fifh, 
and  fettled  by  French  catholicks,  that  nation 
has  much  regretted  the  lofs  of,  and  wanted  to 
recover.  Yea,  and  which  they  endeavoured  to 
retake,  by  laying  fiege  to  Annapolis,  both  the 
laftyear,  1744,  and  this  prefent  year;  and 
would  have  got  it,  had  it  not  been  for  our 
expedition  to  Cape  Breton,  which  caufed  them 
to  raife  their  liege  and  withdraw.  And  by  our 
holding  Cape  Breton,  we  fhall  keep  thofe 
French  inhabitants  at  Acadia  in  ftrict  allegiance 
to  his  Majefty,  or  elfe  oblige  them  to  quit 

their 
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their  pofleflioris which  are  all  farms,  brought 
to  and  fit  for  any  fervice  immediately.  This 
will  be  an  encouragement  to  our  Gwn  fubjedts 
to  go  and  fettle  there  ;  and  alfo  oblige  the 
Cape  Sable  Indians,  our  enemies3  either  to  a- 
bandon  that  fliore,  and  fly  to  Canada  for  fuch 
fhelter  and  fupply  as  they  can  fpare  them. 
And  by  that  means  we  (hall  get  rid  of  the 
tribe  at  laft,  if  not,  by  the  fame  means,  thofe 
alfo  of  the  St.  John’s  tribe,  which  have  been  al¬ 
ways  troublefome  to  us;  as  both  thefe  tribes  s 
have  had  their  dependance  entirely  on  Cape 
Breton  and  the  French  of  Acadia;  the  latter 
of  which  have  (as  neuters)  been  fupplied  and 
ufed  as  fubjects  both  by  theEnglifh  and  French  : 
Which  we  have  long  enough  lamented  the 
confequence  of,  and  which  is  now  ftopt ;  fo 
that  they  muft  depend  entirely  upon  us,  and 
become  good  fubjedts  with  us,  or  elfe  on  the 
French.  And  if  the  latter,  they  muft  of  courfe' 
retreat  to  Canada,  (where  they  will  help  to 
diftrefs,  rather  than  relieve  that  colony)  and 
leave  us  Nova  Scotia  d'iiefncumber’d  both  of 
themfelves  and  favao-es. 

Had  we  not  taken  Cape  Breton  this  year, 
and  the  French  had  taken  Annapolis,  (which 
h  is  not  difputed  they  would  have  done,  had 
we  been  idle)  the  confequence  then  would 

have  been  : - All  the  inhabitants  of  Nova 

Scotia  would  have  declared  for  the’  French 
king  immediately,  and  the  colony  at  once  been 
cftablilhed  to  him.  And  all  the  Cape  Sable 

and 
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and  St.  John’s  Indians,  who  afiifted  at  the  negj 
of  Annapolis  with  thofe  of  Canada,  would 
have  been  well  fupplicd  with  arms,  ammum, 
tion  &c.  and  fet  loofe  upon  our  frontiers  j 
whofe  fuccefs  would  have  fo  difpirited  even 
thofe  other  tribes  that  pretend  to  be  at  peace 
with  us,  that  they  mult  have  joined  w  th 
them.  Aqd  they  together  would  have  carried 
havock,  devaluation  and  ravage,  all  oyer  our 
frontiers :  Whilft  their  men  of  war  and  priva¬ 
teers,  by  fea,  would  have  dellroyd  our  lea? 
ports,  and  kept  us  in  continual  alarms  ;  with¬ 
out  having  it  in  our  power  to  hinder  them 
from  carrying  their  conquefts  from  Annapolis, 
along  our  eaftern  fhore,  even  to  Cape  Anne, 

were  they  fo  inclined.  '  ,  r 

<i;  The  quiet  polTeflion  of  all  which  for  the  fu¬ 
ture  in  a  great  manner  depends  immediately  oq 
the  prefent  acquifition  and  future  keeping  ot 
Cape  Breton. 
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